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Weekly Workflow: January 29, 2020

PCA Winter Social In Review

Nearly 100 PCA contractors, spouses, guests, and union and industry leaders gathered on January 24,

2020 at Gibson's Bar and Steakhouse in Oak Brook to celebrate the newly-elected PCA Board (2020-

2021) led by incoming PCA President Matt Erickson of C.J. Erickson Plumbing, Co. (pictured above at

the podium). Guests enjoyed an evening of food, drinks, and networking along with a brief program

recognizing the volunteer service and dedication of PCA and Plumbing Council Board members and

PCA-appointed management Trustees (Pension, Welfare, and JAC). To view the event photos, click

here. A recap of the Winter Social will appear in the next issue of our "At Work" newsletter.

New Local 130 Apprenticeship Ratio: 1 to 1

On December 30, 2019, the PCA and Plumbers Local 130 signed off on an agreed-to change to our

current Collective Bargaining Agreement (June 1, 2017 to May 31, 2020). This change now allows for an

Employer to apply a 1:1 (one to one) ratio of one (1) journeymen to one (1) apprentice. [Previously, the

ratio was two (2) journeymen to one (1) apprentice.] The new language reads:

“An Employer who employs at least one (1) journeyman may also employ one (1) apprentice for

performance of jurisdiction work. A one (1) journeymen to one (1) apprentice ratio shall be

maintained at all times, except as specified by this agreement. A Working Contractor shall count

as a journeyman for the purpose of establishing this ratio.”

The change in the Apprentice Ratio in the PCA & Local 130 CBA became effective immediately as of

12/30/19. The PCA has compiled a Collective Bargaining Update recapping this modification and

several other agreed-to changes to the CBA. To view this CBA update (which is also being mailed to all

PCA contractors this week along with a negotiations questionnaire), click here.

Relocating Your Business Seminar: Feb. 6th

PCA contractors and their staff are invited to attend an industry-wide seminar (at no cost) on relocating

your business co-sponsored by our Association and several of our fellow Mechanical, Electrical and

Sheet Metal (MEP) Associations. The two-hour event, which includes appetizers and drinks, will take

place on Thursday, February 6, 2020 from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM at D.O.C. Wine Bar in Lombard (326

Yorktown Shopping Center). Among the panelists scheduled to speak on topics including purchasing

and rehabbing an existing building and staying and updating your current location is PCA Director David

Ariano of Ravinia Plumbing, Heating & Electric Co., Inc.  Registration is required in advance. To register

online, click here.   

IMSCA Lobby Day: March 24, 2020

Don't miss the Illinois Mechanical Specialty Contractors Association (IMSCA) 2020 Lobby Day on

Tuesday, March 24, 2020 in Springfield, Illinois. Attendees will receive a legislative overview of current

bills being considered and will be reminded of procedures for speaking to elected officials. Lunch will

be provided prior to heading to the State Capitol to lobby legislators. PCA contractors interested in

attending should contact PCA Communications and Public Affairs Director Jeff Weiss at 312-563-9526

(office); 630-280-9608 (cell); or by email at jeff@plumbingcouncil.org. There is no cost to attend and

transportation will be provided (if so desired). The deadline to register is Friday, March 13th. For more

details, click here. 

The PCA is a member organization of IMSCA, and our Executive Director, S.J. Peters, serves on its Board. IMSCA Lobby Day

2020 is sponsored by the Finishing Contractors Association of Illinois, Underground Contractors Association of Illinois and

ASA Chicago – Association of Subcontractors and Affiliates.

Job Bid Opportunities

Attention PCA contractors, we have been informed of the following job bid opportunities that you may be

interested in pursuing.

L.A. Fitness-Forest Edens (Chicago): Bids due by February 3, 2020

L.A. Fitness (Mundelein): Bids due by February 6, 2020

Aspen Dental (Morton Grove): Bids due by February 17, 2020

PCA Express Meeting: Reasonable Suspicion
Training (Marijuana): Feb. 20th in Mokena

The PCA will conduct an Express Meeting on "Reasonable Suspicion Training" in response to the new

Illinois Marijuana Law on February 20, 2020 at M. Cooper Winsupply (8605 Spring Lake Drive) in

Mokena from 3:00 PM - 4:30 PM. There is no cost to attend and it is open to all PCA members and their

office staff. Space is limited. To register for this class, click here.   Additional meetings may be

scheduled upon demand at a later date. 

In addition, please make sure to click on the links below for resources pertaining to this subject matter.

They include recent video interviews conducted by the PCA (In-Studio series) and Skill Builder sessions

provided by the Employee Assistance Program (ERS-EAP).

PCA in Studio: The New Illinois Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act (2020) (video)

PCA In Studio: Reasonable Suspicion (New IL Marijuana Law (2020) (video)

Sexual Harassment Prevention in the Workplace (ERS-EAP Skill Builder)

Drug-Free Workplace Compliance (ERS-EAP Skill Builder)

Reasonable Suspicion Checklist/Incident Report (document)

Briefing for Construction Industry
Professionals: March 5th in Rosemont

The Chicago office of Ogletree Deakins will present a complimentary briefing for construction industry

professionals on the latest construction law topics on Thursday, March 5, 2020 at Gibson's Bar and

Steakhouse (5464 North River Road) in Rosemont, Illinois. Topics include drafting and enforcing

indemnity and insurance tenders fro workplace injuries; understanding the new Illinois Recreational

Marijuana Law and Workplace Transparency Act; and negotiating and managing equipment leases on

construction projects. Registration and breakfast will begin at 8:00 AM and the program is from 8:30 AM

to 10:30 AM. Breakfast, program materials and valet parking are included. Register online at

www.ogletree.com or contact Maria Black at (312) 558-1259 or maria.black@ogletree.com.

PCA Commitment to a Safe Workplace Award

PCA members are eligible to earn and receive a "Company Commitment to a Safe Workplace" Award

for the year ending 2019. Applications are available by clicking here. Completed applications are due

back to the PCA office by no later than Friday, February 14, 2020. The awards are given to firms who

show improvement as compared to their own three-year running averages. For questions or more

details, contact Barb Bigelow at 312-563-9526 or by email at barb@plumbingcouncil.org.

UA Local 130 JAC Apprenticeship
Application Request

The UA Local 130 JAC is now accepting applications for admission to its Plumbing Apprenticeship

Program through Thursday, February 20, 2020. Applications will be accepted in person only at the

following times and locations: Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM; and

Thursdays from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM at the Chicago, Volo and Joliet Offices. For more information and to

download an application packet, click here.

MCA of Chicago Educational Classes

PCA affiliated contractors are encouraged to register at www.mca.org/education for upcoming courses

offered by the MCA of Chicago Construction Education Institute (CEI) held at its Burr Ridge facility

(unless otherwise specified). The PCA  has a longstanding relationship with MCA of Chicago to make

these classes available to our contractors at no cost to you. The cost of attending the CEI classes taken

by PCA affiliated contractors is paid on your behalf by the Plumbing Council (Industry Fund). 

Click here to download the 2020 CEI Winter/Spring Catalog. If you have any questions about registration

or course offerings, contact Rebecca Lintow at rlintow@mca.org or call 312-384-1220.

Upcoming PCA Events

MEP Seminar (Relocating Your Business)

Thursday, February 6, 2020 at D.O.C. Wine Bar / Lombard, IL

To register, click here

PCA Express Meeting (Reasonable Suspicion - New IL Marijuana Law)

Thursday, February 20, 2020 at M. Cooper Winsupply / Mokena, IL

To register, click here

UAC Management Conference

Wednesday/Thursday, March 18-19, 2020 at Hilton Chicago / Oakbrook Terrace, IL

To register, click here

IL PHCC Education Day and Expo

Friday, March 20, 2020 at Drury Lane / Oakbrook Terrace, IL

IMSCA Lobby Day

Tuesday, March 24, 2020 at The Inn at 835 / Springfield, IL

To register, click here
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