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PCA Membership April Meeting In Review 
Contractors Learn About New Illinois Mechanics Lien Amendment 

A new amendment to the Illinois Mechanics Lien Act went 
into effect on January 1, 2016 allowing owners, contractors or 
any interested party the ability to “bond over” a mechanics lien 
from an A-rated surety in the amount of 175% of the lien claim 
recorded against a project.  

While still in its legal infancy, PCA Associate Members 
and attorneys Jason Martin Loebach (Chitkowski Law Offices) 
and Margery Newman (Deutsch, Levy & Engel) were invited to 
speak at the PCA membership meeting on April 12, 2016 to 
discuss the amendment’s impact on our contractors’ ability to 
collect payment for work or materials in cases of foreclosure or 
contractual disputes.   

Nearly fifty PCA contractors, PCA associate members and 
guests gathered at the Doubletree Hilton Hotel in Mundelein to 
learn more about this important and timely topic that directly 
affects their business.  

Following dinner and the general business of the meeting, 
Loebach began the evening’s presentation by providing a  
detailed background of the new law.  

Under the amendment, he said, interested parties can  
substitute a surety bond as collateral for a mechanics lien, 
which they have been doing for years. However, owners or 
contractors who now bond over the liens (using the new  
statutory bond) must secure that bond in the amount of 175% of 

the lien and have the bond issued by a surety that has a rating 
of not less than an “A” and a specific certificate of authority 
from the Illinois Department of Insurance.  

In addition, he said the amendment also allows prevailing 
lien claimants to recover interest and reasonable attorneys’ 
fees, limited to the amount remaining on the bond after  
payment of the claim and interest. Attorneys’ fees for bond 
principals are limited to 50% of the lien amount. He added that 
the lien claimant can immediately enforce that judgement 
against the bond without having to wait for a final disposition 
of the property against which the lien was originally recorded. 

Loebach explained that this new amendment created a clear 
procedure for the bonding over of mechanics liens and  
provided the courts with a standard mode of enforcement when 
someone chooses a bond over a lien. After fielding a variety of 
questions from the audience, he turned the microphone over to 
Newman to further clarify the amendment. 

Newman, who was instrumental in drafting the language of 
this amendment primarily working in the interests of  
sub-contractors, noted that this was issued in direct  
response to lenders and title companies attacking lien 
claims through various legislative initiatives over 
the years.   

She explained that while sub-
contractors no longer have the  
financial benefit of their lien 
upfront when bonded over, 

(continued on page 7)  

PCA Associate Member and Attorney Jason Martin Loebach (Chitkowski  
Law Offices) reviews the new amendment to the Illinois Mechanics Lien Act. 
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Meet Your PCA—JAC  Trustees 

PCA President David Ariano 
recently appointed three new 
management trustees to the UA 
Local 130 JAC to fill the remaining 
open seats vacated by long-time 
serving PCA contractors on the 
Fund. These PCA appointments 
were all affirmed by the PCA Board. 
The newly appointed contractors 
representing the PCA on the Local 
130 JAC Fund include:  

 
 
 Chris Buddy (Paul L. Buddy Plumbing & Heating) 

succeeding retired PCA contractor Craig Campeglia 
 
 Brian Kennedy (Gehrett Plumbing, Inc.) succeeding  

Todd DeFranco (DeFranco Plumbing, Inc.) 
 
 Rick Kuhn (R.J. Kuhn Plumbing, Heating & Cooling, Inc.) 

succeeding John Baethke (John Baethke & Son Plumbing, 
Inc.) 

 
Congratulations to all three of these individual contractors who 
deserve special recognition for accepting this important and 
challenging assignment and our deepest appreciation to the 
contractors they are succeeding for their many years of loyal 
and voluntary service to our organization and our industry.  

Register for PCA June Tour:  
Friday, June 10, 2016 

 
Event: PCA June Tour: Chicago Architectural River Cruise 
 
Date: Friday, June 10, 2016 
 
Location: 112 E. Wacker Drive (Southwest Corner of the Michigan 

Avenue Bridge at Wacker Drive: Look for the Chicago 
First Lady River Cruise Kiosk with the blue awning) 

 
 Park at 111 E. Wacker Parking Garage ($15 with validated 

ticket, for up to 4 hours) 
 
Time: Board at 6:30 PM / Depart at 6:45 PM / Return at 9:45 PM  
 
Cost: $55.00 per person (includes 3 Hour Cruise with Skyline 

Commentary, Cocktails, Dinner & Dessert) (PCA 
members, PCA Associate members and their spouses/
significant others only) 

 
To register or for more information, contact Barb Bigelow at the  
PCA office at 312-563-9526 or email barb@pcaofchicago.com. 
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Calling the Plumbing Council First for Contractor Referrals 

By Plumbing Council Chairman 
David Kerrigan  

Earlier this year, UA Local 130 
Business Manager Jim Coyne pledged to 
initiate a plumbing referral service in the 
Chicago and surrounding suburban areas 
called “Plumbers 911” to increase market 
share in the unionized residential plumbing 
service sector.   

Using union members’ target fund 
dollars, Mr. Coyne is set to launch the 

“Plumbers 911” program in the spring of 2016 to compete 
against the “Roto Rooter” franchise type businesses and other 
non-union competition that the PCA/Plumbing Council firmly 
believe have control of roughly 85%, if not more, of the 
residential plumbing service market share in our jurisdiction.  

The UA “Plumbers 911” program, which is essentially a 
web-based referral 24/7 call center, has been implemented in 
ten cities nationwide with varying degrees of success.  

Hopefully we can learn from what worked best in these 
markets including the implementation of UA “Schedule A” 
rates and work-rule modifications (both tactics which I strongly 
endorse) to start off this program on a strong footing.   

As chairman of the Plumbing Council, I must applaud UA 
Local 130 Business Manager Jim Coyne and his officers and 
board for identifying a market share concern that has festered 
for far too long in our jurisdiction.  

This is a giant step in the right direction for the union. Once 
it was announced to us, the PCA/Plumbing Council promoted it 
right away to all of our contractors multiple times in our 
electronic newsletter and contractor mailings. In fact, our PCA 
President David Ariano, a number of our contractors, and our 
Executive Director S.J. Peters and his staff attended the union 
meeting explaining the program back in February.  

Plus, the PCA/Plumbing Council was supportive of this 
concept when it was first discussed at the Union Affiliated 
Contractors (UAC) of the PHCC Unity Conference in 2015. 

However, it should be noted that the Plumbing Council 
already has a successful plumbing referral network in place and 
in my humble opinion, the leadership at UA Local 130 should 
consider working in tandem with our public brand.  

The Plumbing Council for decades has touted and 
promoted the hiring of our licensed, professional and quality-
driven contractors and their highly-trained union plumbers.  

Our experienced PCA/Plumbing Council staff takes calls 
every day from homeowners and businesses searching for 
emergency plumbing service or commercial job bid referrals. 

Callers either reach us using our “1-800-76-Valve” 
branded phone number, visiting our extensive database driven 
website at www.plumbingcouncil.org, or by personal requests 
from local municipalities, plumbing inspectors and our own 
PCA/Plumbing Council contractors.  

Anyone who reaches the Plumbing Council by phone or via 
the website is always provided with a minimum of two to three 
plumbing contractors in their area based on their zip code.  

Calls directed to the PCA/Plumbing Council office are 
answered by our professional staff during normal business 
hours and then our lines switch over to an answering service 
(24/7) to handle all other after-hours’ calls. Plus, we always 
do our best to follow up with each customer who uses our 
referrals and we attempt to check in with our contractors to 
determine if the call actually turned into a job. 

What’s even more impressive and why in my opinion our 
referral system works best is that we have had for decades an 
experienced plumbing consultant on staff to answer a host of 
consumer questions that goes well beyond the typical referral.  

The Plumbing Council features “24/7 Emergency” and “Find a Plumber” 
sections on our website at www.plumbingcouncil.org. 

Our current Plumbing Council consultant Joe Albergo can 
trouble shoot (at anytime) various residential or 
commercial plumbing concerns with customers from how to 
shut off the water valve until a contractor arrives to how 
the private drain program sponsored by the City of 
Chicago operates. He also advises callers on how to deal 
with frozen pipes; leak detection; and sewer back-ups.  

In addition, Albergo and our staff often calm down many 
callers who have experienced shoddy work by non-union 
plumbers or unlicensed “handymen” and we always refer 
legitimate complaints to the Illinois State Attorney’s office.  

While the Plumbing Council’s marketing budget has been 
somewhat limited recently due to external forces, we intend to 
ramp up our advertising efforts in 2016.  

In addition, we have completely re-designed our website; 
we are in the process of addressing our mobile web-based 
compatibility; we are developing search engine optimization 
efforts; we are continuing to increase the number of contractors 
added to our referral network; and we are working closely with 
allied organizations to boost our image with the charitable 
community and public endeavors. 

We should all appreciate and value our industry fund 
contributions to the Plumbing Council, especially in its ongoing 
efforts to refer business to our contractors both for residential 
service and also with light construction, commercial and 
industrial jobs. That’s why I firmly believe that UA Local 130 
should take a closer look at the Plumbing Council as it embarks 
on its “Plumbers 911” program this year, and consider us as 
a viable partner in any of its market recovery initiatives.  
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PCA Membership March Meeting In Review 
Expert Panelists Discuss the Need to Strive for Lead-Free Potable Water 

Earlier this year, the mainstream media reported on  
thousands of Flint, Michigan residents who had been exposed 
to lead contamination in their water supply after city officials 
switched it from Lake Huron treated water to the highly  
aggressive Flint River water in 2015 that caused corrosion and 
lead leakage in the town’s aging system infrastructure. Images 
of rusted pipes, brown water and sickened children and elderly 
adults flooded the airwaves, filled newspapers and magazine 
articles, and saturated social media posts. 

This water crisis caused many municipalities, including 
several in our area, to immediately retest their current water 
supply lead levels and call upon our PCA and Plumbing  
Council contractors to replace outdated or corrosive lead pipes 
in their water mains. In fact, PCA 1st Vice President and 
Plumbing Council Director Michael Kerrigan (F.J. Kerrigan 
Plumbing Co.) was recently interviewed on this subject matter 
on WTTW-Channel 11 and a link to his interview can be found 
on our website at www.plumingcouncil.org/pca. 

It also stirred up genuine public outcry as confirmed by 
national polling data asserting that more than 60 percent of 

Americans are now willing to personally spend more on their 
water bills for increased investment in water systems.  

In an effort to better prepare our PCA and Plumbing  
Council contractors for customer questions and potential work
-related opportunities arising from local municipal and  
homeowner concerns following the Flint, Michigan debacle, 
the PCA invited a leading panel of experts on this subject 
matter to its membership meeting on March 8, 2016 at the 
Erie Café in Chicago. Over 60 PCA members, PCA Associate 
members, Plumbing Council contractors and guests gathered 
to hear the timely conversation.  

Illinois PHCC Executive Director Bev Potts, who  
simultaneously sits on the Lead Elimination Advisory Council 
of the Illinois Department of Public Health, moderated the 
presentation aimed at educating how our PCA signatory  
contractors, as industry professionals, can best protect the 
“health of the nation” by helping to prevent the lead  
contamination in Flint, Michigan from happening elsewhere.  

Joining Potts on the panel were Kevin Lookis, Executive 
Director of the Northwest Water Commission and  
representing the Illinois Section of the American Water 
Works Association (ISAWWA); Barbara Higgins, CEO and 
Executive Director of the Plumbing Manufacturers Intl. 
(PMI); and Joe Albergo, Plumbing Council consultant and 
UA Local 130 Journeyman Plumber.   

Potts opened the hour-long discussion by inviting Lookis 
to technically explain what happened in Flint, Michigan and 
uncover why the Flint River water caused such an aggressive 
chemical reaction to the city’s lead pipes.  

Next, Potts turned the microphone over to Higgins and 
Albergo to describe what customers need to know about lead 
poisoning and its symptoms; what laws are currently being 

(continued on page 5) 

From left: Illinois PHCC Executive Director Bev Potts; Joe Albergo, Plumbing Council consultant and UA Local 130 Journeyman Plumber; Barbara Higgins, CEO 
and Executive Director of the Plumbing Manufacturers International (PMI); and Kevin Lookis, Executive Director of the Northwest Water Commission and 
representing the Illinois Section of the American Water Works Association (ISAWWA). 
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PCA Membership March Meeting 
(continued from page 4) 

enforced to regulate lead in our water supply; and how the pub-
lic can verify if their water is safe to drink. 

Albergo explained that what is best in protecting our area 
from a similar fate in Flint, Michigan is the fact that Lake 
Michigan water boasts an average PH balance of around  
seven. Any lower PH levels, said Albergo, and it would turn 
acid based and potentially corrode our pipes. He also clarified 
that our city continues to fund the best water filtration plants in 
the country that treat our water supply with additives like  
phosphates and polymers to temper it down and supplement it 
with other safe levels of chemicals to coat our pipes to avoid 
corrosion.     

Another topic Albergo touched on was the concern that 
plumbers continue to work with lead pipes and joints and  
remain susceptible to lead exposure. He did note that the UA 
Local 130 JAC and the Plumbing Council commissioned a 
study in the late 1980s checking for lead poisoning in both 
plumbers and plumbing contractors and fortunately at that time 
found no such harmful exposure.  

Higgins, who is an avid proponent of safe and responsible 
plumbing, spent much of her time talking about the Safe 
Drinking Water Act and the Lead and Copper Rule, which was 
finalized in 1992 and directly affects the plumbing materials 
and suppliers that her association represents. These rules, she 
said, set the reduction in lead guidelines for pipes, plumbing 
fittings and fixtures, solder and flux. She added that they were 
also the precursor to the national “Reduction of Lead in  
Drinking” legislation that PMI helped craft, which was signed 
into law in 2010 by U.S. President Barack Obama and  
effective in 2015.  

Higgins mentioned that the “Get out the Lead” federal 
requirement set the lead standard as not more than a weighted 
average of 0.25% lead when used with respect to the wetted 
surfaces of pipes, pipe fittings, plumbing fittings, and fixtures. 
However, she noted that it did not require existing  
infrastructure to be replaced meaning that manufactured lead 
products prior to 2015 still remain in many households,  
institutions and businesses. 

Albergo stressed that we need to eventually find the  
funding to incentivize the replacement of these plumbing  
products as well as the change out of lead pipes not just to the 
water mains but all the way to the residence.  

Lookis agreed with Albergo and said that educating our 
politicians is another step that the industry needs to take to help 
get the lead out of our potable water supply and ensure that our 
elected officials strengthen regulation enforcements and spend 
our taxpayer’s money effectively on infrastructure to prevent 
another water crisis like the one in Flint, Michigan. 

The presentation ended with the panelists answering  
lead-related questions from the audience including a debate 
over flushing water from dormant faucets to reduce lead levels 
versus the environmental campaign for water conservation.  

For our contractors who were unable to attend the  
meeting, the PCA recorded the entire discussion which can be 
viewed on the Plumbing Council “You Tube” channel (search 
Plumbing Council on You Tube) and has included a link on 
www.plumbingcouncil.org/pca under the current news section.  

In addition to the presentation on potable water safety, 
many PCA contractors and PCA Associate members attended a 
pre-membership meeting forum on the topic of the UA Local 
130’s initiative to launch a “Plumbers 911” residential service 
market share recovery program.  

The forum, hosted by PCA President Dave Ariano,  
re-capped the “Plumbers 911” presentation hosted by UA 
Plumbers Local 130 on February 16, 2016. Ariano noted that 
this program is designed to refer contractors to residential  
customers for plumbing service and will be paid for by  
UA Local 130 from proceeds from its member-financed Market 
Recovery Fund.  

While several PCA and Plumbing Council contractors 
aired genuine concerns about the program's initial success  
without adding a reduced UA "Schedule A" service rate and 
compensation package and that it will directly compete with our  
already established Plumbing Council marketing and referral 
efforts, the overall reaction was to support the program in hopes 
of regaining lost market share in the service arena. According to 
Ariano, UA Local 130 plans to launch the UA “Plumbers 911” 
program over the next several months.  

If you have any questions in the meantime, contact PCA 
and Plumbing Council Executive Director S.J. Peters at  
312-563-9526 or email him at sj@plumbingcouncil.org.  

PCA President Dave Ariano reports on UA Local 130’s proposal  
to initiate the UA “Plumbers 911” referral program in our area.  
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PCA Contractor John Baethke (John Baethke & Son Plumbing, Inc.)  
volunteers to distribute materials at the Illinois PHCC booth. 

From left: UA Local 130 JAC Instructor Phil Roknich; UA Local 130 JAC 
Instructor Tom Jennrich; PCA 1st Vice President Mike Kerrigan (F.J. Kerrigan 

Plumbing Co.); and PCA/Plumbing Council Executive Director S.J. Peters.  

 Breaking last year’s record numbers, over 1,750 plumbing 
contractors, plumbers, vendors and guests gathered at the Drury 
Lane Conference Center in Oakbrook Terrace on March 18th to 
attend this year’s Illinois PHCC Expo and Education Day. 
 Attendees from Illinois and throughout the Midwest had 
the opportunity to view over 160 booths of the latest plumbing 
products, tools, trucks and technologies. Many of our own PCA 
Associate members worked the trade show to highlight and 
promote their companies and services. Plus the PCA Midwest/
Plumbing Council staff once again joined numerous volunteers 
in checking in (and out) nearly 800 registrants to the four-hour 
Continuing Education class earlier in the day.  
 As a special feature, the PCA hosted for the first time ever 
a “break-away” reception area exclusively for our PCA and 
Plumbing Council contractors and their employees as well as 
our PCA Associate members. 

Illinois PHCC Expo & Education Day 2016 
 The event, approved in advance by the PCA Board, was 
planned in appreciation of their continued support of our  
Association. It also allowed all of our guests (over 40 in total) 
an opportunity to network and take a well-deserved “break” 
from the Expo to enjoy light snacks (hot pretzels, fresh fruit and 
ice cream) and soft drinks.  
 Due to the tremendous feedback we received, the PCA will 
recommend offering this “break-away” reception again in 2017.  
 This year’s trade show concluded with an Illinois PHCC 
sponsored reception and raffle in the evening, and Illinois 
PHCC and Auxiliary board meetings on the following morning.  
 Congratulations to Illinois PHCC Executive Director  
Bev Potts along with her board and staff and volunteers for 
coordinating yet another outstanding Expo and Education Day.  
 As always, the PCA will promote the details for next year’s 
event as soon as they become available.  
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IL PHCC Expo Photos 
(continued from page 6) 

(more IL PHCC Expo photos on page 11) 

they do have the potential toget more money at the back end 
including paid interest and attorneys’ fees.    
 Using a set of documents drafted by the Illinois Land Title 
Association as to what they would accept for a surety bond, 
Newman reviewed the entire procedure of how a lien is bonded 
over including the appropriate steps for:  
 
 filing a notice to substitute a statutory bond for a lien claim 
 filing a petition requesting the bond 
 filing objections to the petition if it doesn’t meet the 

amendment requirements  
 the final court order allowing the lien to be bonded over 

creating a more manageable three party lawsuit (the party 
bonding over the lien, the lien claimant, and the bonding 
company) instead of a multiple party lawsuit that most  
contractors are used to before the amendment was enacted.   

 
Newman asserted that this amendment benefits  

sub-contractors by allowing them the potential to claim more 
interest (75% versus 50% total over 5 years); paid attorneys’ 
fees (specific amounts depending on the judgement versus not 
paid at all in most settlements); and incentives for the bonding 
companies to urge contractors to pay out what is actually owed 
(not in dispute) within the first 5 months of the claims.   

She concluded by stating that at this time she foresees no  
additional motivation for owners or general contractors to bond 
over liens due to this statutory amendment.  

However, she said that sub-contractors should be well  
informed of the added requirements in the law and ensure that 
they are upheld in any bonding over case. She also advised  
everyone to continue to seek legal counsel on all contract  
disputes involving mechanic liens.     

 All attendees received a revised lien manual for 2016  
prepared by Newman for the PCA and Plumbing Council  
before leaving the meeting. Copies can be obtained by  
contacting the PCA office at 312-563-9526. Specific legal  
questions relating to bonding over of mechanics liens can be 
directed to either Jason Loebach at 630-824-4808 or by email at  
jml@chitkowskilaw.com or to Margery Newman at  
312-853-8496 or by email at newman@dlec.com. 

PCA April 2016 Membership Meeting 
(continued from cover) 

PCA Associate Member and Attorney Margery Newman (Deutsch, Levy & 
Engel) explains the procedures for bonding over a mechanics lien. 
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UAC Unity 2016 Conference in Review 

(continued on page 9) 

Billed as the only industry event of its kind that brings  
together UA signatory plumbing contractors, UA labor leaders, 
association executives and manufacturing and service suppliers 
with the main goal of strengthening their working relationships, 
the Union-Affiliated Contractors (UAC) of the Plumbing, 
Heating and Cooling Contractors Association (PHCC) “Unity” 
Conference continues to serve a vital function by setting the 
stage for these groups to network; share best practices; and 
learn how to operate their businesses and local unions more 
effectively.    

The UAC held this year’s annual event at the Marriott 
Pompano Beach Resort Hotel in sunny Orlando, Florida from 
February 28 through March 2, 2016.  

A large number of PCA and Plumbing Council contractors 
traveled to attend this labor-management conference including 
PCA President Dave Ariano; Plumbing Council Chairman 
Dave Kerrigan; PCA Treasurer Brian Kennedy; PCA Director  
Mike Doljanin, PCA Director Brian Wilk; past PCA President 
Lori Abbott; former Plumbing Council Chairman and UAC 

Chairman Bob Melko; PCA member contractors Brian Rich 
and Manny Serrato; PCA Director of Communications and 
Public Affairs Jeff Weiss; and PCA and Plumbing Council 
Executive Director S.J. Peters.  

On the union side, UA Local 130 Business Manager  
Jim Coyne; UA Local 130 Organizing Director Bill Matthies 
and UA Local 130 Business Representatives Charlie Seibert 
and Scott Spangle were just a handful of the local and  
national labor officials in attendance joining with UA  
International Director of Plumbing Services Tom Bigley who 
remains a strong proponent of the UAC.  

In total, nearly 90 plumbing industry leaders gathered 
from across the country representing the UAC of the PHCC to 
discuss the latest market trends; strategize over legislative 
concerns; and attend key sessions scheduled over the course 
of three days. 

From left: UA Local 130 Business Manager Jim Coyne, UA Local 130 
Organizing Director Bill Matthies and PCA President Dave Ariano. 

Union leaders and UAC contractors review individual market share and 
best practices throughout the U.S. during a roundtable forum.  
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UAC Unity 2016 
(continued from page 6) 

The conference opened with a seminar on Bradford White 
water heaters led in large part by the company’s Director of 
Technical Services Dustin Bowerman.  

Bradford White prides itself on its 100% union labor, 
American-Made, American-Owned, and Wholesale-Only  
philosophy to ensure that its top quality products are  
exclusively installed by professional plumbers such as UAC-
PHCC contractors.  

Located in Middleville, Michigan, Bradford White recently 
invested millions of dollars in the major expansion of its  
manufacturing plant and technical training facility that provides 
visitors with the most advanced hands-on learning experience 
possible.  

The UAC is looking to schedule a guided tour of the  
Bradford-White facility sometime in late June of 2016 and  
perhaps again in 2017. The PCA will provide our signatory 
contractors with more details when they become available. 

Other program highlights included an unfunded liability 
and current pension law question and answer discussion led by 
Chicago-based employee benefit attorney Wes Covert, Laner 
Muchin, Ltd.; a state of the union address by UA International 

Purdue University Professor of Business Construction Management and 
PHCC Foundation speaker Kirk Alter (standing) led an open discussion on  

how the union plumbing industry should adapt to new technologies to increase 
its market share and attract the next generation of workers.  

Bruce Carnevale, Executive Vice President and COO of  
Bradford White Water Heaters. 

Executive Vice President Rick Terven; a PHCC update by its 
Executive Vice President Michael Copp; a prevailing wage, 
project labor agreement and union market share analysis by 
Illinois, Indiana and Iowa Foundation for Fair Contracting 
(IIIFFC) Executive Director Mark Poulos; and the latest 
trends in technology featuring product developments from 
Milwaukee Tool and Quotesoft estimating software.  

The main session of the Unity Conference focused on 
industry views and market recovery strategies led by Purdue 
University professor of Business Construction Management 
and PHCC Foundation speaker Kirk Alter, President of Fast 
Management, Inc.  

Alter spent much of his two-part presentation discussing 
how the UA and UAC contractors can work together in  
recruiting the next generation of workers to combat the  
labor shortage and ongoing decline in union membership.  

Breaking into smaller groups, the attendees were tasked to 
develop innovative strategies to regain market share including 
embracing new technology markets like modularization and 
video drones; opening apprenticeship enrollment year-round 
to best meet the expectations of the new millennials; and  
investing in private ventures and infrastructure projects  
instead of waiting for political funding.  

In addition to all of the educational offerings, the UAC 
coordinated several group outings and hosted two evening 
receptions. UAC Chairman Bob Melko was recognized on one 
of those nights with a video montage of his life and an  
honorary plaque for his many years of service to the  
organization with Tom Gent (France Mechanical Corporation) 
elected to succeed him as the new UAC Chairman. 

The next UAC Conference will take place in Las Vegas, 
Nevada in 2017. Don’t miss out on this unique experience. 
The PCA will once again promote this outstanding event to all 
of our signatory contractors once all of the details have been 
finalized. In the meantime, visit www.phccweb.org and search 
UAC to learn more about this organization’s benefits and  
service to the plumbing industry.  

PCA Contractor Manny Serrato (GMS Plumbing, Inc.) takes notes on 
plumbing industry market trends.  

(more UAC “Unity” photos on page 10) 
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UAC Unity 2016 
(continued from page 9) 

From left: Attorney Wes Covert (Laner Muchin, Ltd.); outgoing UAC 
Chairman Bob Melko (Bishop Plumbing, Heating & Cooling, Inc.); 
incoming UAC Chairman Tom Gent (France Mechanical Corp.);  

and PCA/Plumbing Council Executive Director S.J. Peters.  

PHCC National Executive Vice President Michael Copp provided an  
update on the association’s upcoming events and activities. 

“A Tribute to Bob Melko” 
From left: PCA Director Brian Wilk (Bishop Plumbing, Heating & Cooling, 
Inc.); UA Special Representative Reuben Bautista; outgoing UAC Chairman 

Bob Melko (Bishop Plumbing, Heating & Cooling, Inc.); and incoming  
UAC Chairman Tom Gent (France Mechanical Corp.).  

PCA and Plumbing Council contractors gather for a delegate photo along 
with PCA/Plumbing Council Executive Director S.J. Peters (3rd from left) 

and Publisher of BNP Media’s Plumbing Group (PM Magazine)  
Robert Miodonski (2nd from right). 

From left: Incoming UAC Chairman Tom Gent (France Mechanical Corp.); 
UA International Director of Plumbing Services Tom Bigley; and outgoing 
UAC Chairman Bob Melko (Bishop Plumbing, Heating & Cooling, Inc.). 

Illinois, Indiana and Iowa Foundation for Fair Contracting (IIIFC) 
Executive Director Mark Poulos explains the economic benefits of  

strong prevailing wage laws and project labor agreements. 
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PCA Sponsored C.E. Classes 
Illinois and Chicago Plumbing Code Review 

The PCA sponsored a Continuing Education (C.E.) class open 
to all UA Local 130 PCA signatory  contractors, plumbers and 
municipal plumbing inspectors on March 10, 2016 at the Best 
Western Chicago Hillside Hotel. A classroom full of around 70 
attendees had the choice of either completing a four or six hour 
class under the instruction of UA Local 130 JAC Training  
Director Jim Majerowicz (pictured standing above). Attendees 
received a refresher course on both the Chicago Plumbing Code 
and the Illinois Plumbing Code.  
 

 
Backflow Prevention Testing 

The PCA sponsored a four-hour 
Continuing Education (C.E.) 
class on April 12, 2016 at the 
Doubletree Hilton Hotel in 
Mundelein, Illinois. Preceding 
the PCA Membership Meeting 
in April, nearly a dozen of our 
plumbing contractors and their 
employees took time out of 
their busy work schedules to 

learn about backflow test kit use and maintenance; fire  
protection systems and backflow testing; and backflow repair 
video and demonstration from experienced cross connection 
control and backflow prevention instructors Matt Kuschel 
(pictured above on left) and Derek Biba (pictured above on 
right) of Test Gauge and Backflow Supply. 

IL PHCC Expo Photos—PCA “Break Away” Reception 
(continued from page 7) 

From left: Joel Bestler (Bestler Corp. Plumbing); Rich Gaimari 
(Action Plumbing Co. Inc.); and Rashad Lewis  

(Corporate Plumbing, Inc.). 

From left: Illinois Pipe Trades Executive Director Lynn Karner 
and retired PCA member Chris LaVoie (formerly of  Capital 

Mechanical Industries).  

From left: PCA Associate Member Michael Dore  
(RC Sales & Service, LLC) with PCA member Paul F. Buddy  

(Cannonball Mechanical Corp.).  

 

If you have any questions or recommendations for a future  
continuing education class, contact the PCA office at 312-563-9526  

or send an e-mail to barb@pcaofchicago.com.  
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PCA Associate Member “In The Spotlight” 

PCA Associate Members go above and beyond to support our 
plumbing industry and Association through their annual dues 
and many educational, sponsorship and community-based  
efforts. To show our appreciation, we post all of their contact 
information and product lines (if available) on our website at 
www.plumbingcouncil.org/pca (under the service tab). We 
also intend to profile their companies and/or organizations in 
this newsletter from time to time. In this issue, we shine the 
“spotlight” on LegalShield by posing these questions to  
LegalShield’s own Independent Associate and Certified  
Identity Theft Risk Management Specialist Sue Kelbus 
(pictured below).  
 
Briefly describe your company: 

For more than 40 years, LegalShield has been 
in the business of protecting people by  
providing a network of dedicated lawyers 
working diligently to keep individuals, families 
and businesses safe 24-hours a day, 7-days a 

week and 365-days a year for all types of emergencies. As an 
independent associate, I am able to work anywhere in the U.S. 
and Canada to offer the unique services of LegalShield and  
IDShield to my business clients that range from municipalities, 
insurance brokers and of course plumbing companies. 
 
What does LegalShield provide to businesses? 
For a small monthly fee (the cost is based on the size of your  

business), LegalShield will basically serve 
as your in-house legal team. Clients can 
pick up the phone at any time for legal  
consultation on any issue affecting their 
business including, but not limited to  
hiring/firing; small claims; equipment  
leases; joint ventures; bad check recovery; 

customer complaints; identity theft; city zoning; workers’  
compensation and much more. In addition, our dedicated  
provider law firms can even provide designated consultations 
on complex tax issues; antitrust cases; immigration disputes and 
submit legal correspondence when necessary. We can even 

offer collection letters, document reviews, and for medium to 
larger businesses offer up to 75 total hours per year of trial de-
fense. LegalShield currently provides various legal plans to 
over 47,000 businesses and offers employee benefit plans to 
allow workers the choice to carry personal legal and identity 
theft plans as well. Since we offer three levels of legal  
protection for different sizes of small businesses, our clients 
only pay for what they need without having to spend “big  
business” resources. Plus our legal services available for  
employees and their families are a tremendous added benefit 
companies can provide to give them peace of mind in their 
lives from dealing with real estate transactions to traffic tickets 
and from standard will preparation to IRS audit services. 
 
What sets you apart from your competitors? 
I give everyone, member or not, my cell phone number to call 
me with any questions and make sure to get back to them on 
the same day with an answer. In terms of working with busi-
nesses, I never ask the owner to give up their relationship with 
their current attorney if they have one, but I do let them know 
that LegalShield will cut down their legal costs. On identity 
theft only, security breaches can cost businesses on average 
1,600 work hours per incident at a cost of $40,000 to $92,000 
per victim. Plus the slew of problems individuals face when 
their identity is stolen can be daunting. That’s why we partner 
with Kroll, a leading expert in cyber security, to monitor, coun-
sel and restore your identity completely. When comparing our 
ID services to our competitors who often charge up to three 
times more, the savings add up quickly. Also keep in mind that 
the IRS issued a decision in 2016 that offers employees a tax 
free incentive if they purchase an identity theft plan through 
their business. This is a win-win for your company.  
 
How can our PCA/Plumbing Council contractors contact 
you for more information? 
PCA members and Associate members and Plumbing Council 
contractors can reach me at 630-605-1029. They can also visit 
www.legalshieldassociate.com/group/skelbus to learn more 
about the company, our plans and our tremendous services.  

IMSCA Lobby Day 2016 The Illinois Mechanical Specialty Contractors Association 
(IMSCA) held their annual “Lobby Day” on April 7, 2016 at 
the Capital Building in Springfield, Illinois. The PCA and 
Plumbing Council were well represented as they joined a host 
of other construction industry association executives and  
contractors at the event. Visiting their elected representative’s 
offices, they each handed out legislative briefings to explain  
IMSCA legislative initiatives to extend the recording of Illinois 
Mechanics Liens to 5 years and amend the Contractor Prompt 
Payment Act to permit a retainage cap of 5% of payment with-
holdings for work performed on construction contracts. The 
PCA/Plumbing Council will continue to update our contractors 
on the status of these bills and other legislation affecting our 
industry. If you would like to become more involved in our 
legislative efforts, please contact PCA and Plumbing Council 
Communications & Public Affairs Director Jeff Weiss at  
312-563-9526 or by email at jeff@plumbingcouncil.org.   

From left: PCA member Terry McCarthy (Terry Plumbing Co. dba A Matrix 
Holdings, LLC Company); PCA/Plumbing Council Communications & Public 
Affairs Director Jeff Weiss; Paul Buddy (Cannonball Mechanical Corp.); and 
Illinois PHCC President Erik Graybeal (Pipeworks, Inc.). Not pictured: PCA/
Plumbing Council Executive Director S.J. Peters who also attended the Lobby Day.    
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 The Plumbing Contractors Association Midwest (PCA) is 
pleased to announce that twenty-seven PCA member plumbing 
contractors have received the “Commitment to a Safe  
Workplace Award” for 2015 for either exceeding or equaling 
their own safety record against the previous year. 
 The award is based on documented improvements over a 
three year period, with consideration of the number and rate of 
lost workdays and workers’ compensation filings.  
 All PCA members (only) were invited to participate in this 
annual safety recognition program with nomination forms 
mailed out at the beginning of the year and notices listed in our 
weekly email bulletin and posted on our association website.   
 The safety trophies were presented at the PCA membership 
meeting on March 8, 2016 held at the Erie Cafe in Chicago. 
 Winners of the 2015 Company Commitment to a Safe 
Workplace Award were: 
 

A-Plus Plumbing, Inc. 
A & D Plumbing, Inc. 
A & H Plumbing & Heating Co., Inc. 
Abbott Industries, Inc. 
Arrow Plumbing & Heating Inc. 
Cannonball Mechanical Corp. 
Canyon Plumbing, Inc. 
D.A.M. Plumbing 
Ernie Peterson Plumbing, Inc. 
F.J. Bero & Co., Inc. 

F.J. Kerrigan Plumbing Co., Inc. 
Flader Plumbing & Heating Co. 
Gehrett Plumbing, Inc. 
Hard Rock Concrete Cutters, Inc. 
J.L. Wagner Plumbing & Piping, Inc. 
J.M. McGann & Company 
Little Tommy’s Plumbing Shop, Inc. 
Mechanical, Inc. 
Meurer & Sons Plumbing & Heating Co. 
R.J. Kuhn Plumbing Heating & Cooling, Inc. 
Ravinia Plumbing & Heating Co. 
Roughneck Concrete Drilling & Sawing Co. 
Sherman Mechanical, Inc. 
Taylor Plumbing, Inc. 
Thomas Mechanical Corporation 
Werner-Nugent Plumbing, Inc. 
Zebra Plumbing 
 

 Congratulations to all of this year’s winners, as well as all 
of our PCA and Plumbing Council contractors who stand  
committed to promoting and achieving a safe workplace.   
 If you haven’t done so already, take advantage of our  
valuable company safety manual produced by our PCA safety 
consultant Roger Paveza at www.plumbingcouncil.org under 
the documents tab. This manual can be customized for your 
company. Also, don’t forget to check out and order any of our 
contractor safety products (hard hats, goggles, etc.) as well 
under the resource tab. Questions? Contact the PCA office at 
312-563-9526 or the Plumbing Council office at 312-263-6612. 

Standing (from left): Brad Bacon (Hard Rock Concrete Cutters, Inc.); Bob Gianfrancisco and Peggy Wilson (Zebra Plumbing); Dick Browning (Arrow Plumbing & 
Heating); Mike Chapel (Canyon Plumbing, Inc.); Jack Wagner (J.L. Wagner Plumbing & Piping, Inc.); Ted Meurer (Muerer & Sons Plumbing & Heating, Co.);  
Rick Kuhn (R.J. Kuhn Plumbing, Heating & Cooling, Inc.);  David Ariano (Ravinia Plumbing & Heating Co.); Charlie Anderson (Taylor Plumbing, Inc.); and 
Leodus Thomas (Thomas Mechanical Corp.). Seated (from left): Karen and Aaron Vanassche (A-Plus Plumbing, Inc.); Lori L. Abbott (Abbott Industries, Inc.); 
Patrick Kerrigan (F.J. Kerrigan Plumbing Co.); Leona Thomas (Thomas Mechanical Corp.); and Brian Kennedy (Gehrett Plumbing). 

PCA Announces Recipients of “Commitment to a Safe Workplace” Award 
at its March 2016 Membership Meeting in Chicago 
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Plumbing Industry: Legislative Update 
By Bev Potts, IL PHCC Executive Director 
 
The following is a recap of some of the industry 
related pieces of legislation that have been 
enacted or introduced during the Spring 2016 
Session of the Illinois General Assembly. 
 
The Spring Session of the Illinois General 
Assembly has now passed the deadline for bills 
to be out of committee in their chamber of 
origin.  Bills listed as referred or re-referred to 

House Rules (or Assignments for Senate Bills) are considered dead, 
unless a deadline extension is noted.  We will continue to monitor these 
pieces of legislation, along with shell bills and amendments that may be 
added. Updates will be provided as Session progresses. Following are 
some of the bills we are watching and their current status. 
 
 
Plumbing/Piping/Trade Related Bills:  
 HB 5001 (C. Winger) Amends the Pr ivate Sewage Disposal 

Licensing Act to allow veterans of the US Armed Forces to pay 
50% of the licensing and exam fees determined by IDPH to be 
issued a private sewage system installation contractor license or a 
private sewage disposal system pumping contractor license.   
Referred to House Rules. 

 HB 5261 (M. Madigan) Makes a technical change to the Fire 
Sprinkler Dormitory Act.   Re-referred to House Rules. 

 HB 5375 (M. Madigan) Amends the Radon Resistant  
Construction Act to make a technical change.  Re-referred to  
House Rules. 

 HB 5899 (M. Batinick)  Amends the Home Inspector  License 
Act to make a technical change.  Referred to House Rules.   

 HB 5913 (J. D’Amico) Amends the Illinois Plumbing License 
Law to provide that sponsors of continuing education shall meet the 
criteria provided by the Board of Plumbing Examiners and the 
Plumbing Code Advisory Council. Provides that CE courses and 
approved courses of instruction in plumbing in colleges, universities 
and trade schools shall be supervised directly by an Illinois licensed 
plumber only.  Passed in both the House and the Senate.  Sent to the 
Governor on 3/28/16. 

 SB 2986 (I. Martinez) Amends the Fire Spr inkler  Contractor  
Licensing Act to provide that after January 1, 2017, no initial  
licenses shall be issued under provisions allowing certain  
individuals to be exempt from the requirements of the Act. In  
provisions concerning licensing requirements and designated  
certified person requirements, changes references from “fire  
protection technology automatic sprinkler system layout” to  
“water-based (formerly automatic sprinkler) systems layout”.  
Re-referred to Senate Assignments. 

 SB 3120 (D. Harmon) Amends the Illinois Vehicle Code.  
Gives code enforcement officials employed by units of local  
government the power to enforce a provision relating to the display 
of company insignia on construction vehicles. Re-referred to Senate 
Assignments.  

 
Other Construction/Business Related Bills:  
 HB 4529 (R. Sandack & M. Zelewski) Abolishes the Illinois 

Building Commission. Amends the Capital Development Board 
Act. Transfers the Illinois Building Commission's function of  
identifying local building codes to the Capital Development Board. 
Amends the Energy Efficient Building Act, the Counties Code, the 
Illinois Municipal Code, and the Hospital Licensing Act to make 
conforming changes.  Assigned to House Executive Committee.  
Deadline extended to April 22nd.   

 HB 4670 (A. Thapedi) Amends the Contractor  Prompt Payment 
Act.  Prohibits retainage of more than 5%. Provides that the Act is 
subject to the rights and obligations of the parties under the  
Mechanics Lien Act.  On 2nd Reading in the House. 

 HB 5629 (B. Phelps) Provides that with respect to employers  
correctly classified within the construction industry, the amount charged 
to the insured for workers’ compensation shall be based upon hours 
worked by employees, not the wages paid.  House Rules. 

 HB 6162 (A. Skoog) Creates the Employee Sick Leave Act to provide 
that employees may use personal sick leave benefits provided by the 
employer for absences due to an illness, injury, or medical appointment 
of the employee's child, spouse, sibling, parent, mother-in-law,  
father-in-law, grandchild, grandparent, or stepparent, on the same terms 
upon which the employee is able to use sick leave for themselves.   
Assigned to the House Labor & Commerce Committee.  Deadline  
extended to April 22nd.   

 SB 2450 (P. Althoff) Amends the Mechanics Lien Act by extending 
the time period to file a mechanics lien on a commercial project from 3 to 
5 years.  Contains a sunset provision.  On Calendar Order of 2nd Reading 
in the Senate. 

 SB 3097 (J. Collins) Same as HB 6162.  Assigned to Senate Labor 
Committee. Deadline extended to April 22nd.   

 
 
Please contact the Illinois PHCC office at 1-800-795-PHCC or e-mail 
bev@ilphcc.com with any questions or comments on any legislation or  
regulatory activity. 

The UA Local 130 CBA with the PCA requires random/
mandatory drug testing (administered by ScreenSafe, Inc.) 
for rank & file UA members; union officers and staff; trust 
fund administrators and staff; signatory contractors and their 
non-bargained staff, and the association staff (PCA).  
 
When scheduled, please note that many collection sites take  
appointments first, however they are not necessary.  
Walk-ins are welcome. If you do choose to make an  
appointment, remember that the test still must be completed 
in the allotted time-frame.  
 
For your convenience, the Drug Policy Booklet has been 
posted at www.plumbingcouncil.org. You can also request a 
copy to be sent by mail, email or fax by calling the PCA 
office at 312-563-9526. Also, if you have not done so  
already, please make this booklet available to your  
non-bargained staff. Specific compliance issues should be 
directed to ScreenSafe, Inc. at 877-727-3369.  
 
Please visit “You Tube” online and search “Plumbing  
Council” to watch one of our several webcasts with 
ScreenSafe, Inc. and ERS officials explaining the program 
and its policies more in depth.  For more information about 
ScreenSafe, Inc. visit www.screensafeinc.com. To learn 
more about ERS visit www.ers-eap.com.  

Comply with PCA–UA Local 130  
Drug Free Alliance Program 
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IMSCA PAC Fundraiser: Win Great Prizes 
The IMSCA-PAC (Political Action Committee) is selling 
raffle tickets to win your choice of a great prize package! 
Tickets are $50 each and multiple tickets can be purchased. 
There will be four winners drawn and you can choose the 
prize you want a chance to win. Your choices include: 

 FOUR tickets to cheer on the Chicago Blackhawks vs. 
St. Louis Blues (Date TBA). These are 200 Club Level 
seats with parking passes. This prize also includes a 
$250 Hilton Hotels gift card! (Value: $750.00) 

 FOUR tickets to cheer on the Chicago Bears at Soldier 
Field (Date TBA). This prize also includes parking pass-
es and a $250 Hilton Hotels gift card. (Value: 
$1,300.00) 

 One $200 gift card to Eataly – plus a 2007 Sonoma 
Coast Pinot Noir from Spring Hill Vineyard and a 2012 
Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon from Caymus Vine-
yards. (Value: $370.00)  

 One $500 Bass Pro Shops gift card.  

The winning tickets will be drawn June 3, 2016 in  
Springfield. The winner does not need to be present to win. 
IMSCA-PAC provides financial contributions to candidates 
who are supportive of issues facing the Illinois construction 
industry. IMSCA-PAC provides your lobbying team with the 
necessary tools to fight for legislation that is important to sub
-contractors. An investment in IMSCA-PAC ensures your 
voice will be heard on issues that can negatively impact the 
construction industry. To download the raffle flyer, visit 
www.imsca.org/files/2016_IMSCA_raffle_flierv2.pdf. 

 

Folds of Honor Update 
As reported in past 
issues of our “At 
Work” newsletter and 
our Weekly Work-
flow email bulletin, 
PCA contractor Bill 
Schey (Professional 
Plumbing, Inc.) has 
been instrumental in coordinating the building of a 2450 
square foot, two-story home in Johnsburg, IL. The entire sale 
price from this home will go to the Folds of Honor  
Foundation to help this charitable organization accomplish 
its mission to provide educational scholarships to the  
families of killed or disabled American military. If interested 
in lending your financial support to this project, you can send 
a check in any amount and add to the growing list of donors 
in reaching the project's goal of contributing over $400,000 
to the Folds of Honor families.  
 
To donate to this cause, please mail a check made out to 
Folds of Honor to Bill Schey, c/o Professional Plumbing, 
1435 South Barrington Road, Barrington, Illinois 60010. 

News Briefs 
 
PCA & Plumbing Council Join UA Local 130 in 
Chicago St. Patrick's Day Parade 

The PCA and Plumbing Council once again showed our  
support for UA Local 130’s Parade Committee in its annual 
celebration of the Chicago St. Patrick’s Day Parade. The festive 
event, which draws tens of thousands of onlookers and a host of 
distinguished city and state politicians, took place on March 12, 
2016. Plumbing Council staff, family and friends traveled along 
the parade route on our associations’ sponsored float. In  
addition, PCA Treasurer Brian Kennedy (Gehrett Plumbing, 
Inc.) and his daughter Paige enjoyed the honor of participating 
in the traditional dyeing of the Chicago River green as passen-
gers in one of the observation boats. The parade, hosted by UA 
Local 130’s Parade Committee under the leadership of UA  
Local 130 Business Manager Jim Coyne honored IL Speaker of 
the House Michael J. Madigan as parade Grand Marshal.  

“The McCarthy family of plumbers” from left: Michael McCarthy, Patrick 
McCarthy, PCA member Terry McCarthy (Terry Plumbing Co. dba A Matrix 
Holdings, LLC Company); Walter McCarthy and David McCarthy.  

PCA/Plumbing Council Administrative Assistant Lisa Oakes (5th from right) 
together with family and friends proudly promoted our plumbing associations 
along the Chicago St. Patrick’s Day parade route. 

PCA Director Brian Kennedy 
(Gehrett Plumbing, Inc.) and his 
daughter Paige enjoy a scenic 
boat ride during UA Local 
130’s traditional “green” 
dyeing of the Chicago River.  



May 2016 

PCA MEMBERSHIP MEETING   May 10, 6:00 PM | UA Local 597 Training Center | Mokena, IL 
 
INTERNATIONAL EMERGING  
TECHNOLOGY  SYMPOSIUM  May 10-12 | Westin O’Hare Hotel | Rosemont, IL 
 
PHCC LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE  May 18-19  | Marriott Key Bridge Hotel | Washington, DC 
 
 
MEMORIAL DAY  May 30 | PCA / Plumbing Council Office Closed  

PCA “Chicago Architectural” 
River Cruise Tour  June 10  | Chicago First Lady Cruise | Chicago, IL 
*See page 2 for more details 

June 2016 

UA International Convention  August 1-5 | San Diego Convention Center | San Diego, CA 
 
All Industries Golf Outing  August 5  | Cog Hill Golf Course | Lemont, IL 
 
UA Industry Day  August 17  | Washtenaw Community College | Ann Arbor, MI 
 
 

August 2016 

 PLUMBING CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION  PLUMBING COUNCIL 
603 Rogers Street, Suite 2, Downers Grove, IL 60515-3774 | www.plumbingcouncil.org 

Phone: 312.563.9526 | Fax: 630.960.5487 |  
 

Follow us on: 

www.facebook.com/plumbingcouncil
  

www.plumbingcouncil.org
  

Search: plumbing council
  

www.piccal.org  

Fourth of July July 4 (Monday)  | PCA / Plumbing Council Office Closed  

July 2016 


