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PCA Contractors Learn About
Reasonable Suspicion Training

Several PCA contractors and PCA Associate members attended a PCA "Express Meeting" on

Reasonable Suspicion Training led by Bill Heffernan (ERS and Screen Safe, Inc.) on  February 20th at

M. Cooper Winsupply in Mokena. During the hour and a half long presentation, everyone was taught

how to recognize the signs and symptoms of alcohol abuse and controlled substance use; understand

how marijuana, in particular, affects job performance; and identify the roles and responsibilities in

making and documenting reasonable suspicion determination.

A second, identical class will be held on Wednesday, March 4, 2020 at Rand-Tec Insurance Agency

(977 Lakeview Parkway) in Vernon Hills from 3:00 PM to 4:30 PM. There is no cost to attend. Space is

limited. To register, click here. In addition, please make sure to click on the links below to view the latest

video interviews conducted by the PCA (In-Studio series) pertaining to this subject matter.

PCA in Studio: The New Illinois Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act (2020)

PCA In Studio: Reasonable Suspicion (New IL Marijuana Law (2020)

PCA in Studio: Illinois Retainage Law

The PCA is pleased to offer our affiliated plumbing contractors a new "In-Studio" video addressing the

Illinois Retainage Law that was signed in to law on August 20, 2019 by Governor J.B. Pritzker. This law

amends the Contractor Prompt Payment Act in Illinois, and lowers retainage from 10% to 5% once 50%

of a construction project is complete. PCA Executive Director S.J. Peters recently sat down with Jim

Rohlfing, attorney and partner with Saul, Ewing, Arnstein & Lehr in Chicago and General Counsel to

IMSCA to answer some pressing questions on the minds of our PCA contractors as they try to navigate

this law going forward. To view the video on our Plumbing Council "You Tube" channel, click here.

PCA "At Work" Newsletter in the Mail

The latest edition (Issue 1 - 2020) of the PCA "At Work" newsletter was mailed out to all of our

contractors, Associate members and VIP's earlier this week. This issue includes a complete recap of

the PCA Winter Social at Gibsons Restaurant in Oak Brook which honored our new PCA Officers and

Board of Directors, a listing of all of our Premium Contractor Advantage membership benefits, as well

as many other industry news updates and special features. To view the latest "At Work" newsletter

online, click here.

Illinois Plumbing License Renewal

It is now the time of year for all Illinois licensed plumbers and apprentices to renew their licenses.

Postcards containing our PIN to renew online are scheduled to be mailed by the end of this month

(February). Plumbers and apprentices will receive white postcards with black and red lettering. As soon

as you receive notification from the IDPH, please renew immediately. Do not wait until April to renew.

Questions about online renewal resets; to obtain your PIN number, or to update your information should

be emailed to the IDPH at DPH.Plumbing@illinois.gov. Special thanks to our friends at the Illinois

PHCC for this friendly reminder.

Backflow Codes, Installation & Repair

The Illinois Section of the American Water Works Association (ISAWWA) is sponsoring a hands-on

training course for anyone involved in the backflow industry on Thursday, March 5, 2020 at Test Gauge,

Inc. (1051 E. Main St. Unit 107) in East Dundee, Illinois from 5:00-9:00 PM. PCA Associate Member Rick

Marvel of Test Gauge & Backflow Supply, Inc. will cover the history of cross connection control on an

industry level, state level and local level and the ins and outs of installation and repair of the most

common backflow prevention assemblies in the industry. Plumbers can earn 4 hours of Renewal

Training Credit (RTC) for attending this course. The cost is $56 per person for ISAWWA members and

$80 per person (non-ISAWWA rate). To register, click here.

Illinois PHCC Expo & Education Day
Friday, March 20, 2020

The Illinois PHCC annual Expo & Educational Day will take place on Friday, March 20, 2020 at the Drury

Lane Conference Center in Oakbrook Terrace. All of the day's activities are free of charge, with the

exception of a $35.00 fee for the 4-hour C.E. class. The highlight of the day will be the annual Illinois

PHCC trade show from 12:00 Noon to 5:00 PM. In addition, the PCA will once again host a

complimentary "Break Away" reception with snacks and refreshments (in the French Room off the main

lobby) at the Expo from 1:30 PM to 3:30 PM for all of our PCA contractors and Associate members and

guests. No ticket is required for this reception, however there will be a sign-in table to verify your

company or firm's affiliation with the PCA.

To download a free ticket to the Illinois PHCC Expo, click here. To download a registration form for the

Illinois PHCC sponsored C.E. class, click here. Questions? Contact the Illinois PHCC at 217-522-7219.

IMSCA Lobby Day: March 24, 2020

The Illinois Mechanical Specialty Contractors Association (IMSCA) 2020 Lobby Day will take place on

Tuesday, March 24, 2020 in Springfield, Illinois. PCA contractors interested in attending should contact

PCA Communications and Public Affairs Director Jeff Weiss at 312-563-9526 (office); 630-280-9608

(cell); or by email at jeff@plumbingcouncil.org. There is no cost to attend and transportation will be

provided (if so desired). The deadline to register is Friday, March 13th. For more details, click here. 

The PCA is a member organization of IMSCA, and our Executive Director, S.J. Peters, serves on its Board. IMSCA Lobby Day

2020 is sponsored by the Finishing Contractors Association of Illinois, Underground Contractors Association of Illinois and

ASA Chicago – Association of Subcontractors and Affiliates.

Legislative Action: SB 2975 and HB 4605

On behalf of our legislative partners at IMSCA, the PCA is asking all of our member contractors to

contact your Illinois Senator and Representative today in opposition to Senate Bill 2975 and House Bill

4605. Click here to find your elected officials and their contract information by using either your home or

business address. This proposed legislation would significantly increase the costs of construction by

mandating groundwater monitoring at Clean Fill (CCDD/USFO) sites. Although the bills have not been

scheduled for a hearing, it is crucial that members of the construction industry like you contact your

elected officials and express your concern with these proposals. Click here for a fact sheet for this bill

that focuses on the benefits of the CCDD program.

In addition, IMSCA has just released its latest legislative update. This update (click here) includes a

synopsis of Governor Pritzker's Budget Address and an overview of bills important to the Illinois

construction industry that have been introduced.. 

 "All in One" Posters

The PCA has mailed state and federal employer workplace "All in One" posters (at no cost paid for by

the Plumbing Council Industry Fund) earlier this month to all of our affiliated contractors. These posters

include notices about Minimum Wage, Workers' Comp., OSHA, FMLA, and more. If you need additional

"All in One" posters (limited supply available), please contact Barb Bigelow at 312-563-9526 or by e-

mail at barb@plumbingcouncil.org.

UA Local 130 JAC Apprenticeship
Application Recommendation Letter Request

The deadline to submit a recommendation letter and/or an intent to hire letter for a 2020 Local 130

apprentice applicant is the end of business day on Monday, March 2, 2020  PCA contractors wishing to

submit both letters for an applicant must submit two (2) separate letters - one that states it is a

recommendation and one that states it is an intent to hire an applicant. Also please be advised that PCA

contractors submitting an intent to hire letter is binding should the applicant make the cut.

MCA of Chicago Educational Classes

PCA affiliated contractors are encouraged to register at www.mca.org/education for upcoming courses

offered by the MCA of Chicago Construction Education Institute (CEI) held at its Burr Ridge facility

(unless otherwise specified). The PCA  has a longstanding relationship with MCA of Chicago to make

these classes available to our contractors at no cost to you. The cost of attending the CEI classes taken

by PCA affiliated contractors is paid on your behalf by the Plumbing Council (Industry Fund). 

Click here to download the 2020 CEI Winter/Spring Catalog. If you have any questions about registration

or course offerings, contact Rebecca Lintow at rlintow@mca.org or call 312-384-1220.

Upcoming Industry Events

Chicago Construction Expo & Safety Conference

Monday/Tuesday, March 2-3, 2020 at Drury Lane / Oakbrook Terrance, IL

To register, click here

PCA Express Meeting (Reasonable Suspicion - New IL Marijuana Law)

Wednesday, March 4, 2020 at Rand-Tec Insurance Agency / Vernon Hills, IL

To register, click here

Backflow Codes Course

Thursday, March 5, 2020 at at Test Gauge, Inc. / East Dundee, IL

To register, click here

Construction Industry Professionals Briefing

Thursday, March 5, 2020 at at Gibsons / Rosemont, IL

To register, click here

IL PHCC Education Day and Expo

Friday, March 20, 2020 at Drury Lane / Oakbrook Terrace, IL

To register, click here

IMSCA Lobby Day

Tuesday, March 24, 2020 at The Inn at 835 / Springfield, IL

To register, click here

PCA 2020 Planner

click here
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